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What Every Mixed-Use Development in Nigeria
Must Have

As our urban populations grow, traffic becomes more
challenging and people increasingly value
convenience, mixed-use developments are becoming
an important part of the future of Nigerian cities.

But I believe we need to ask a more fundamental
question: What actually makes a mixed-use
development successful?

It is not enough to put apartments, offices, shops and
restaurants on the same piece of land and call it
mixed-use. A truly successful development should
function as a complete urban ecosystem—a place
where people can live, work, connect, relax and enjoy
everyday life without constantly having to leave.

At the heart of this must be a genuine lifestyle and
social hub. Restaurants, cafés, fitness centres,
recreational facilities, green spaces and gathering
areas should not be afterthoughts. They should create
opportunities for residents, workers and visitors to
interact and build a sense of community.

Then comes mobility and walkability. One of the
greatest advantages of mixed-use development is the
possibility of reducing our dependence on cars.
Imagine being able to walk from your apartment to
your office, pick up groceries, have dinner, meet

friends or take your children to a recreational
space—all within the same neighbourhood. That is
the real promise of mixed-use living.

But perhaps most importantly, our developments
must be resilient and sustainable.

Nigeria cannot continue building beautiful
developments that are disconnected from the realities
of our climate and infrastructure. Reliable energy,
efficient water systems, proper drainage, waste
management, renewable energy, green spaces and
climate-responsive architecture must become
fundamental components of modern development.
The mixed-use development of the future must
therefore be more than a real estate product. It must
be a better way of living.

As developers across Nigeria compete to create the
next generation of urban communities, the question
should no longer be simply, “How many units can we
build?”

It should be:
“What kind of life are we creating for the people who
will live here?”

At Habitat Magazine, we believe that the future of
African real estate will belong to developments that

answer that question thoughtfully.

Welcome to another edition of Habitat.

Peter Aleogena
Editor-in-Chief, Habitat Magazine
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HABITAT

Magazine

At Habitat, we believe cities are humanity's greatest invention. They shape

our health, our economy, our culture, and our future. Every building, every

street, every park, and every public space tells the story of who we are and
who we aspire to become.

Our mission is to inspire better buildings, champion better communities,
and spark the conversations that will create better cities across Africa.
Because the future is what we design.

Habitat Magazine
Building better cities, together.
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DISCUSS REAL ESTATE ISSUES IN LAGOS,
NIGERIA, AND AROUND THE WORLD.

COVERING RELEVANT REAL ESTATE STORIES.
D I SC LAI M E R INSIGHT INTO INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
LIVE CALL INS FROM LISTENERS

AND GUEST APPEARANCES FROM REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS AND CRITICS.

The views and opinions expressed in Habitat Magazine are those of the individual authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the publisher or editorial team. While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of published content, Habitat Magazine assumes no responsibility for any

errors or omissions, nor for any actions taken based on the information provided.Content is
intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal, financial, or professional
advice. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form without prior written permission from the publisher
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