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The Delborough Lagos
A New Language of Luxury in Victoria Island

n a city that understands ambition, Ipresence is everything. And in the heart 
of Victoria Island, where commerce, 

culture, and cosmopolitan living converge, 
The Delborough Lagos rises not just as a 

hotel but as a declaration.
Luxury in Lagos has evolved. It is no longer 
simply about marble floors and skyline 
views. It is about narrative, intention, and 
distinction. The Delborough Lagos enters 

this conversation with quiet confidence, 
offering a hospitality experience that feels 
deliberately curated rather than merely 
constructed.

From the moment you step into its lobby, 
The Delborough Lagos communicates 
clarity of vision. The architecture balances 
contemporary elegance with subtle cultural 
references, creating spaces that feel global 
yet unmistakably Nigerian.

Clean lines meet warm textures. Art meet's 
function. Every corridor, suite, and lounge 
appear designed to slow time, an 
increasingly rare luxury in a fast-moving 
city.

The rooms are not just accommodations; 
they are sanctuaries. Soft lighting, layered 
materials, bespoke furnishings, and 
expansive bathrooms create a private 
world within the city's energy. It is the 
kind of setting that understands both the 
business executive closing high-level deals 
and the leisure guest seeking refined 
escape.

What sets The Delborough Lagos apart is 
not only aesthetics, it is intention in 
service.

True luxury today lies in personalization. 
It is in the staff who anticipate needs 
before they are spoken. It is in the 
seamless blend of discretion and 
attentiveness. It is in understanding that 
high-net-worth travellers and global 
citizens expect consistency, precision, and 
warmth.

In a market saturated with five-star claims, 
The Delborough distinguishes itself by 
creating experiences that feel tailored 
rather than transactional.

Its culinary offerings further elevate its 
identity. Dining here is not an afterthought; 
it is part of the brand story. Thoughtfully 
curated menus, refined presentation, and 

an atmosphere that encourages both 
business conversations and intimate 
evenings position The Delborough as a 
social hub for Lagos' discerning class.

Beyond accommodation, it represents a 
lifestyle address, a meeting point for 
power players, creatives, diaspora 
investors, and international guests who 
understand the value of atmosphere.

Lagos is not a city for the ordinary. It 
rewards boldness, innovation, and 
excellence. The Delborough Lagos reflects 
that spirit.

It signals a maturation in Nigeria's luxury 
hospitality landscape, one where detail 
matters, where brand identity is cohesive, 
and where the guest experience is elevated 
beyond expectation.

For Habitat Magazine readers, those who 
appreciate architecture, refined living, and 
investment-grade lifestyle experiences, 
The Delborough Lagos is more than a 
hotel. It is a statement of where Lagos 
hospitality is headed: forward-thinking, 
globally competitive, and unapologetically 
premium.

In a city constantly in motion, The 
Delborough has mastered the art of 
stillness and that may be its greatest luxury 
of all.
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Cities are humanity's greatest invention.

They are more than collections of buildings 
and roads. They shape how we live, how we 
work, how we connect, and how we dream. 
Every street, every neighbourhood, every 
park, and every building reflect our values 
and reveals the future we are creating.

At Habitat, we believe that great cities do 
not happen by chance. They are intentionally 
designed, thoughtfully built, and carefully 
maintained. They emerge when architects, 
developers, policymakers, investors, and 
citizens share a common vision of creating 
places where people can truly thrive.

That belief is at the heart of this sixteenth 
edition. Beyond showcasing remarkable  

projects and inspiring design, we seek to 
spark meaningful conversations about the 
future of our cities and the role each of us 
plays in shaping them.

Africa is urbanising at an unprecedented 
pace. The choices we make today will 
determine the quality of life for generations 
to come. The future of our cities is not 
something we inherit, it is something we 
design.

Thank you for joining us on this journey as 
we continue to celebrate innovation, inspire 
excellence, and champion the ideas that will 
build better cities across Africa.

Habitat Magazine
Building better cities, together.

Peter Aleogena
Editor-in-Chief, Habitat Magazine

Editor’snote At Habitat, we believe cities are humanity's greatest invention. They shape 
our health, our economy, our culture, and our future. Every building, every 
street, every park, and every public space tells the story of who we are and 

who we aspire to become. 

Our mission is to inspire better buildings, champion better communities, 
and spark the conversations that will create better cities across Africa. 

Because the future is what we design.

Habitat Magazine 
Building better cities, together.
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Building More Than Projects: 
THE ViSiON OF TEMiDAYO 
OLOYEDE AND EDALA 
DEVELOPMENT AT TWO

n every generation, a new wave of Idevelopers emerges to redefine what is 
possible. They do not simply construct 

buildings; they shape communities, create 
opportunities, and influence how people live 
and invest. Temidayo Oloyede, Co-founder 
and Chief Executive Officer of Edala 
Development Company Limited, represents 
this new generation of visionary real estate 
leaders.

As Edala Development marks its second 
anniversary, the company has already 
established itself as one of Nigeria's most 
ambitious and forward-thinking real estate 
brands. Built on a commitment to quality, 
innovation, timely delivery, and investor-
focused developments, Edala has quickly 
evolved from a promising startup into a 
respected development company with an 
expanding portfolio across residential, 
commercial, hospitality, and mixed-use real 
estate. 

What makes Edala's journey remarkable is 
not simply the number of projects delivered, 
but the philosophy behind them. Under 
Temidayo Oloyede's leadership, every 
development begins with a simple question: 
How can this project create lasting value for 
both residents and investors? That approach 
has positioned the company as a trusted 
partner for clients seeking sustainable 
returns and premium living experiences. 
Today, Edala has completed numerous 
projects, earned the confidence of over one 
hundred investors, and continued to expand 
its footprint with developments designed for 
long-term appreciation and recurring 
income.

another luxury apartment project, The Marq has 
been conceived for today's globally mobile 
professionals and discerning investors. Its 
contemporary architecture, premium amenities, 
and proximity to the airport make it an ideal 
destination for short-let accommodation and 
executive living. The project exemplifies 
Edala's ability to identify emerging market 
trends and transform them into commercially 
successful developments that generate long-
term value for investors 

Beyond bricks and mortar, Edala Development 
has built an ecosystem that integrates 
development, property sales, investment 
advisory, and professional property 
management. This holistic approach allows 
investors to participate confidently in real estate 
while benefiting from professionally managed 
assets that generate consistent returns. It is a 
model that reflects Temidayo Oloyede's broader 
vision of creating wealth through intelligently 
designed real estate. 

The company's achievements over the past two 
years are a testament to disciplined execution, 
strategic thinking, and an unwavering 
commitment to excellence. In an industry where 
trust remains one of the most valuable assets, 
Edala has earned credibility through quality 
delivery, innovative investment solutions, and a 
growing reputation for professionalism.

At Habitat Magazine, we celebrate 
organisations that are shaping Africa's urban 
future with purpose and innovation. Edala 
Development represents the confidence, 
creativity, and entrepreneurial spirit driving the 
next chapter of Nigerian real estate.

As the company celebrates this important 
milestone, we congratulate Temidayo Oloyede, 
his co-founder Samuel Olatunde, and the entire 
Edala team for what they have accomplished in 
just two years. Their story reminds us that great 
cities are built by visionary people who dare to 
think beyond today's skyline.

If the first two years are any indication, Edala 
Development's most significant contributions to 
Nigeria's built environment are still ahead. 

Among the company's standout 
developments is Dollar House, a project that 
reflects Edala's understanding of the growing 
demand for high-yield investment properties 
on Lagos Mainland. Positioned as an 
accessible investment opportunity, Dollar 
House demonstrates that quality design, 
strategic location, and attractive returns can 
coexist. It embodies the company's mission 
of making premium real estate investments 
available to a wider market while delivering 
strong rental and capital growth potential.

Edala has also raised the bar with The 
Marq, an elegant development strategically 
located on Airport Road, Ikeja. More than
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Where Business Meets Opportunity

ocated in the heart of LSabo, Yaba, Nigeria's 
leading innovation and 

commercial hub, Dollar House 
is more than an office building; 
it is a strategic investment in 
the future of business. 
Developed by Edala 
Development, this premium 
commercial project is designed 
for entrepreneurs, corporate 
organizations, investors, and 
professionals seeking a 
prestigious business address 
with exceptional long-term 
value. 

Positioned on No. 3 McNeill 
Street, Off Commercial 
Avenue, with seamless access to 
Third Mainland Bridge, 
Mobolaji Johnson Train Station 
and major commercial 
institutions, Dollar House places 
businesses at the centre of one of 
Lagos' fastest-growing economic 
districts.

Every office space has been 
thoughtfully designed to support 
productivity, flexibility, and 
growth. Available in 18 sqm, 
120 sqm, and 240 sqm 

configurations, the development 
combines contemporary  
architecture with world-class 
infrastructure, including 
commercial-grade elevators, 
fibre-ready internet, dedicated 
power systems, smart access 
control, CCTV surveillance, fire 
safety systems, ample parking, 
and semi plug-and-play office 
solutions.

Beyond providing an 
exceptional workplace, Dollar 
House represents a compelling 
investment opportunity. Backed 
by Edala Development's 
commitment to quality and 
innovation, the project offers 
strong rental income potential, 
professional property 
management, and the 
opportunity to own premium 
commercial real estate in one of 
Lagos' most resilient office 
markets. 

Dollar House isn't simply a 
place to work, it is a 
destination where businesses 
establish their presence, 
investors grow lasting wealth, 
and ambitious ideas find the 
environment to thrive. 



& Loft, ensuring a seamless ownership and 
hospitality experience. 

For investors, The Marq represents more 
than premium real estate, it is a high-
performing asset positioned within one of 
Lagos' strongest short-let markets. Its 
proximity to the international airport, 
coupled with professionally managed rental 
operations and strong projected returns, 
makes it an attractive opportunity for those 
seeking long-term capital appreciation and 
consistent rental income

Scheduled for completion in July 2027, The 
Marq embodies Edala Development's vision 
of creating developments that seamlessly 
blend luxury, functionality, and lasting value. 
It is more than a residence; it is a destination 
where exceptional design, premium 
hospitality, and smart investment come 
together. . 

The MarQ
WHERE MODERN LiViNG MEETS 

SMART INVESTMENT
The Marq is a landmark residential 
development by Edala Development 
Company Limited, redefining urban living 
and investment opportunities in the heart of 
Ikeja, Lagos. Strategically located at No. 57 
Old Ewu Road, just off Airport Road, this 
exclusive development places residents and 
investors within minutes of the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport, Aviation 
Estate, and Lagos' major commercial 
districts, making it one of the city's most 
desirable addresses for both living and short-
stay accommodation. 

Designed for today's globally connected 
lifestyle, The Marq offers a carefully curated 
collection of fully furnished Studio 

Apartments, One-Bedroom Apartments, One-
Bedroom Loft Apartments, and Two-
Bedroom Apartments. Every residence 
combines contemporary architecture, elegant 
interiors, and smart home technology to 
deliver comfort, convenience, and timeless 
sophistication. 

Beyond beautifully designed homes, The 
Marq delivers a complete lifestyle 
experience. Residents enjoy an exceptional 
selection of amenities including a rooftop 
swimming pool, rooftop lounge, spa, fully 
equipped gym, restaurant, concierge services, 
smart locks, in-built speakers, uninterrupted 
power supply, complimentary Wi-Fi, and 
professional facility management by Lodge 
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"The future of African luxury 
homes may not lie in importing 
new ideas, but in rediscovering 
one of our oldest ones."

There is something quietly 
changing about the way 
architects are designing homes.
For years, modern residential 
architecture seemed obsessed 
with looking outward. 
Expansive glass walls, oversized 
windows and open-plan layouts 
became symbols of luxury. The 
larger the view, the more 
desirable the home appeared.

Today, however, a different 
philosophy is emerging.
Instead of designing homes that 
constantly reach outward, 
architects are beginning to 
design homes that embrace what 
lies within.
At the heart of this movement is 
one architectural feature that has 
existed for centuries but is now 
enjoying renewed appreciation: 
the courtyard.
Once considered a traditional 
feature associated with family 
compounds and historic homes, 
courtyards are making a 
remarkable return in 
contemporary architecture. From 
luxury villas in Lagos and 
Nairobi to boutique hotels in 
Marrakech and modern 
residences in Kigali, architects 
are rediscovering the beauty of 
creating homes around open, 
green spaces.
This is not simply a nostalgic 
return to the past.
It is a thoughtful response to 
some of the biggest questions 
facing architecture today.
How can homes remain 
naturally cool?
How can cities become greener?
How can houses improve mental 

well-being?
And perhaps most importantly:
How can architecture make 
people feel more connected to 
nature without sacrificing 
modern comfort?
Surprisingly, the answer may 
have been sitting quietly in 
African architecture all along.

More Than an Open Space
A courtyard is often 
misunderstood.
Many people confuse it with a 
veranda or a backyard, but they 
serve very different purposes.
A veranda usually extends along 
the edge of a house. It acts as a 
shaded transition between the 
indoors and the outdoors.
A courtyard, however, becomes 
part of the home's very identity.
It is an open-air space enclosed 
by the building itself, often 
surrounded by living rooms, 
bedrooms or corridors. Rather 
than being an "outside" space, it 
becomes another room—only 
without a roof.
In many traditional African 
homes, the courtyard was where 
life happened.
Children played there.
Families gathered there.
Meals were shared there.
Stories were told there.
Celebrations, conversations and 
quiet evenings all unfolded 
around this central space.
Far from being an empty void, 
the courtyard became the 
emotional heart of the home.

"The best courtyards do not 
separate people from 
nature—they bring nature into 
everyday life."

Africa Understood This Long 
Before It Became Fashionable
Today, architects speak of 
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sustainability.
They discuss passive cooling.
They promote biophilic design.
They advocate natural ventilation.
Yet long before these became popular design 
concepts, many African communities had 
already mastered them.
Across Northern Nigeria, traditional Hausa 
compounds were organised around generous 
courtyards that allowed air to circulate 
naturally while creating privacy for family 
life.
In Morocco, riads—homes built around lush 
internal gardens—provided cool retreats from 
the intense desert climate.
Along the Swahili Coast, open internal 
courtyards moderated heat while encouraging 
natural airflow through surrounding rooms.
These buildings were not designed with 
modern sustainability certifications in mind.
They were designed with common sense.
Architecture responded directly to climate, 
culture and daily living.

Perhaps this is why renowned architect Glenn 
Murcutt once observed:
"Touch the earth lightly."

Although speaking broadly about 
architecture, his philosophy reflects an idea 
that African builders have long understood: 
buildings should work with nature, not 
against it.

The Wellness Revolution Is Bringing 
Courtyards Back
The COVID-19 pandemic changed how 
many people viewed their homes.
Suddenly, houses became offices.
Schools.
Gyms.
Places of refuge.
People began paying closer attention to how 
their homes affected their emotional and 
mental health.
As a result, wellness has become one of 
architecture's fastest-growing priorities.
Today's homeowners increasingly ask 
questions such as:
Does my home receive enough daylight?
Can I spend time outdoors without leaving 
the house?

Is there somewhere peaceful to read or 
reflect?
Can my children safely play outside?
The courtyard answers many of these 
questions naturally.
Instead of separating indoor and outdoor 
living, it gently blends them together.
Researchers have consistently shown that 
access to natural light, vegetation and 
outdoor spaces can positively influence 
mood, reduce stress and improve overall 
well-being.
Perhaps luxury is no longer defined only by 
imported marble or oversized chandeliers
Perhaps true luxury is waking up to birdsong, 
filtered sunlight and the quiet presence of a 
garden just a few steps away.

"Luxury is slowly shifting from what 
impresses visitors to what restores the people 
who live there."

Designing With Nature, Not Around It.
One of the biggest trends in architecture 
today is biophilic design.
The phrase may sound technical, but the idea 
is beautifully simple.
People feel better when they remain 
connected to nature.
Rather than treating plants, water and 
sunlight as decorative additions, biophilic 
design makes them central to the experience 
of a building.
Courtyards achieve this almost effortlessly.
A single tree planted in a courtyard can 
become the visual anchor of an entire house.
A shallow reflecting pool can cool 
surrounding spaces while introducing gentle 
movement.
Climbing plants soften concrete walls.
Birds and butterflies return.
The home begins to breathe.

As architect Frank Lloyd Wright famously 
said:
"Study nature, love nature, stay close to 
nature. It will never fail you."

Although spoken decades ago, those words 
feel increasingly relevant in today's cities.

A Natural Solution to a Warming Climate
Across Africa, temperatures are rising, and 

energy costs continue to increase.
This has encouraged architects to revisit 
passive cooling strategies.
Unlike fully enclosed homes that depend 
heavily on air conditioning, courtyard houses 
naturally encourage cross ventilation
Across Africa, temperatures are rising, and 
energy costs continue to increase.
This has encouraged architects to revisit 
passive cooling strategies.
Unlike fully enclosed homes that depend 
heavily on air conditioning, courtyard houses 
naturally encourage cross ventilation.
Warm air rises.
Cool air moves through surrounding rooms.
Shade from trees reduces heat gain.
The result is a home that often feels 
noticeably cooler without relying entirely on 
mechanical systems.
For countries experiencing hotter weather, 
this approach offers both environmental and 
economic advantages.
Sometimes, the smartest technology is not 
technology at all.
It is thoughtful design.

Privacy Without Isolation.
Modern cities are becoming denser.
Houses sit closer together.
Apartment buildings overlook neighbouring 
properties.

Finding privacy can be difficult.
Courtyards offer an elegant solution.

Finding privacy can be difficult.
Courtyards offer an elegant solution.
Instead of exposing family life to the street, 
they create private outdoor rooms hidden 
within the architecture itself.
Residents can enjoy sunlight, fresh air and 
gardens without sacrificing security or 
intimacy.
This is  one reason luxury architects 
increasingly favour inward-looking homes.
Privacy has become one of the most valuable 
forms of luxury.

"The most exclusive view is sometimes the one 
that belongs only to you."

Courtyards and Contemporary Luxury
Walk through many of today's award-winning 
homes, boutique hotels and eco-resorts and a 
pattern quickly emerges.
Internal gardens.
Open-air lounges.
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